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The Key Objectives for the future of the Noosa Botanic Gardens are outlined below:

Design Process

This Landscape Masterplan serves as a guiding document, 
addressing key design consideration informed by community 
engagement.

Following its endorsement, significant projects will progress 
through the conceptual and detailed design phases, aligning 
with available funding and Noosa Council’s established 
processes.

Masterplanning Process

Masterplanning is the process of creating a vision for the 
future.

The Vision and Goals of the Masterplan are intended to be 
realised over a 25 year timeframe.  Adaptive, flexible and 
responsive design over that period in the implementation of the 
masterplan, will help the gardens and its community to respond 
to its changing needs. 

The Decision Making matrix will support current and future 
site managers and caretakers in setting funding priorities and 
establishing timelines for the design and implementation of 
projects.  

Urgent works will be prioritised, while larger projects will be 
carried out over an extended period.

“To cultivate a vibrant Botanical Garden that reflects the community’s values
- Working with Nature, Now and for the Future”

CHAMPION 
STEWARDSHIP

Be stewards of the Botanical 
Collection through respecting, 
enhancing, protecting, educating 
and promoting the legacy of the 
existing and future Collection and 
opportunities for demonstration 
gardens.

WORK WITH 
NATURE

Recognise the existing 
atmosphere of the gardens, 
embracing the Noosa ‘Working 
with Nature’ mindset.

WELL 
DESIGNED

Provide high quality open 
space amongst the Botanical 
collections while accommodating 
‘fit for purpose’ operational 
requirements.

INTUITIVE 
LEGIBILITY

Improve legibility and wayfinding 
across the gardens, ensuring easily 
understood connections betweem 
key areas of the gardens.

ACCESSIBILITY

Promote Accessibility (Universal 
Access) opportunities to key zones 
of the gardens.

ACTIVATED 
SPACES

Increase commercial activation, 
encourage longer stays and 
promote organised activities.

CULTURAL & 
HISTORICAL 

CONNECTION

Enable opportunities for cultural 
& historical connections through 
education, interpretation, 
immersive experiences and 
storeytelling.

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

ADAPTABILITY

Offset climate change through 
good design, environmental 
actions and climate relief as 
well as promoting education 
opportunities within the gardens.

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

MASTERPLAN
COUNCIL 

ENDORSEMENT
AQUIRE 

FUNDING

CONCEPT 
DESIGN FOR 

FUNDED 
PROJECT

DETAIL DESIGN 
FOR FUNDED 

PROJECT
CONSTRUCTION

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

NOOSA BOTANIC GARDENS 
MASTERPLAN

Introduction

Vision

Objectives

Building on the 2017 Noosa Botanic Gardens Masterplan Stage 1: 
Vision document, Noosa Council engaged with the community to 
develop a long-term plan for upgrades and improvements over the 
next 25 years, ensuring the gardens’ botanical legacy and ongoing 
value to the community.

In late 2023, consultants were appointed to initiate this 
process.  A reference group was then established, including 
Friends of the Gardens representatives and various local and 
regional community groups and associations.  Additionally, an 
internal stakeholder reference group was formed, consisting of 
Councillors and Council staff.

The Masterplan design response corresponds with the Noosa 
Design Principles and the extensive stakeholder engagement 
process that was undertaken.

The 2017 Vision was reviewed to reflect evolving community views, 
the impact of climate change and the growing desire of residents 
and tourists for more inland nature-based experiences. As a 
result of extensive community consultation the 2025 Vision and 
Objectives were developed.

Background

Dra
ft
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Infrastructure ‘Future Proofing’ 
To ensure the gardens are resilient to future growth and are climate change adaptable the 
following major initiatives are proposed:

1.	Creation of a Community Facility/kiosk/shelter at the arrivals zone, including a new 
Amenities block

2.	Development of a major maximum 4m wide accessible ‘Garden promenade’ throughout the 
Northern portion of the gardens

3.	Development of a number of 3m wide accessible ‘Rainforest promenades’ throughout the 
Southern portion of the gardens

4.	Relocation of the Council depot and Friends Nursery
5.	Upgraded security and lighting systems
6.	Expansion of carparking facilities, incorporating both formal and nature based options
7.	Refurbishment of the existing Amphitheatre
8.	Integration of the Northern Parklands with the existing Botanical Gardens
9.	Creation of a more sunny, open spaces to diversity plant collections and provide areas for 

picnicking and recreational activities
10.	 Development and consolidation of a climate relief zone along the waters edge
11.	 Development of a Children’s Botanic Playground and Leaning zone

A comprehensive approach across the gardens with any new work will include the upgrade of 
infrastructure to foster a cohesive, user-friend environment that prioritises ease of navigation, 
safety and accessibility for all visitors:   The masterplan focuses on:

1.	Major universally accessible pathways - wide pathways, creating intuitive and comfortable 
pedestrian journeys through the site. 

2.	Infrastructure - a number of new items are planned for the gardens including a Community 
Facility and Universally accessible amenities block in the arrivals zone.  In addition, 
appropriately spaced and placed benches, walkways, ramps and handrails will be an 
important component of any upgraded or newly designed zones.

Accessibility

The gardens will feature a thoughtfully designed arrivals area that creates a welcoming and 
intuitive environment for all visitors.  The layout will prioritise seamless orientation for both 
pedestrians and vehicles whilst showcasing views of Lake MacDonald and providing essential 
visitor amenity.  Key features will include:

1.	Multiple new Nodes will be developed as well as enhancing existing nodes including:
•	 Arrivals node.  This node will immediately be recognised as a the ‘hub’ of the gardens.  It 

will include open views to the lake, gathering spots, a community facility and amenities.  
This highly valued items in the landscape will ensure visitors acknowledge it intuitively as 
a focal point.

•	 Entertainment zone with the Amphitheatre at its heart

•	 The Green with multiple low-key outdoor recreation options

•	 Lakeside Promenade and terraces; 

•	 Rainforest collections;

•	 Lower Lakeside collections and parklands; and

•	 Lily Pond Amphitheatre

2.	Landmarks are and are an important factor in ensuring legibility at the gardens.  These 
include the:
•	 Community facility

•	 Friends of Noosa Botanic Gardens zone 

•	 Existing Hoop Pine on ‘The Green’

•	 The existing, rejuvenated Amphitheatre.

3.	Wayfinding elements including landscaping, markers, open views, widths of paths and roads 
and strategic signage and lighting will naturally direct visitors through the zones and nodes.  

4.	Defined entry and exit points for vehicles and pedestrians provide important ‘edge’ 
information for users.  This includes the development of:
•	 Northern Vehicle Entry Roundabout to enable a well structured vehicular flow system.  It 

will:

•	 Enable smooth and efficient traffic flow upon entry

•	 Maintain safety

•	 Reduce congestion on Lake MacDonald Road

•	 Southern Vehicle Exit to provide a straightforward and direct exit route.

•	 One-Way internal road ensuring organised and consistent traffic movement lowering the 
risk of vehicular conflicts.

Throughout the remainder of the gardens, paths will be upgraded to ensure that pedestrian 
movement is intuitive and practical including:

5.	New and upgraded Paths 
•	 A maximum 4m wide Garden Promenade path that is visually different to other paths, for 

example may have botanical markings and/or significant narrative stories embedded, will 
be the primary accessible route that takes all visitors through the northern side of the 
gardens.

•	 A 3m wide promenade path with similar, but different markings will be part of the 
Southern gardens ensuring access for all through the Rainforest collection.

Legibility and Wayfinding
Preservation, revitalisation and upgrade of the garden’s natural and botanical heritage is a key 
priority.    The masterplan focuses on:

1.	Preservation of Significant species and collections through protecting, maintaining and 
organising important plant species and collections

2.	Revitalisation and consolidation of the Botanical collection by enhancing the health and 
diversity of the collection through careful consolidation and management

3.	Enhancing existing themed garden walks and creating new, engaging and educational 
garden walks that highlight specific themes and plant groupings.

All proposed works around the existing collection will be a matter of detailed design.  Detailed 
design will include the survey of existing collections and key species, discussion with Council 
and the Friends to establish plants to be retained and collections to be consolidated or 
otherwise.  In general, paths will wind through the existing collection wherever possible.

Modifications to the existing garden layout are guided by two key design principles:

4.	Legibility - enhancing how users perceive and navigate the site to ensure a comfortable and 
intuitive user experience

5.	Accessibility - expanding accessible pathways to future-proof the gardens, making them 
usable for a broader range of visitors

Botanic Collection

The following zones are connected by the accessible Garden and Rainforest promenades.

1.	Arrivals Zone
2.	Friends of Noosa Botanic Gardens Zone
3.	The Green
4.	Botanic Playground
5.	The Depot
6.	Lower Lakeside
7.	Rainforest Zone

Paths - intuitive, accessible

8.	Garden Promenade - between 3-4 wide
9.	Rainforest Promenade - 2-3m wide
10.	Secondary paths minimum 1.5m wide

Activity Zones and Functional Arrangement

Key Design Considerations

The Traditional Custodians of the Botanic Gardens are the Kabi Kabi people.  This land holds 
deep cultural and spiritual significance for them. The site has also served as the Noosa Botanic 
Gardens for almost 40 years and is highly valued by the broader Noosa community, particularly 
those in and around Cooroy. The masterplan aims to create landscapes, gardens, spaces 
and facilities that can support cultural events, ceremonies, and gatherings and encourage 
storytelling, cultural exchange, and education.

The site’s historical significance as a Botanic Garden is important to the community. Many of 
the existing plantings include rare or threatened species, original collections, or specimens 
donated by individuals who have played a key role in the Garden’s development.

1.	The Hoop Pine, planted in 1935 by the Powell family, is listed on the National Trust register 
of Significant Trees and as such holds immense value to visitors and managers of the 
gardens.  There are many other species whose value is significant.

2.	Any potential removal of tree species will carefully consider their historical, botanical, and 
cultural significance and be done in consultation with appropriate stakeholders 

Cultural and Heritage Considerations

Dra
ft
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VIEW 1 - ARRIVALS ZONE

Creation of a legible arrivals experience including:

A generously sized area of both soft and hard 
landscaping including a Community Facility/Kiosk/
Shelter with accessible amenities, gathering spaces for 
large and small groups and an entry lawn

1.	Creation of a Friends of NBG Multi-use Zone. This 
area will be a focus in the arrivals zone for botanical 
education, sharing and storage of specimens.

2.	Amalgamation of Northern Parklands with the 
current Botanical Gardens creating a generous lawn 
connected to the arrivals platform

3.	Re-alignment of the Boat ramp road to improve 
pedestrian safety

4.	A maximum 4m wide accessible ‘Garden promenade’ 
5.	Development and consolidation of a climate relief 

zone along the waters edge through the creation of 
terraces below the arrival gathering platform facing 
the Lake, pockets of lawn, decks and boardwalks

6.	Rejuvenated Amphitheatre including additional 
shade, terraforming of embankment to create 
accessible terraces and an accessible path to the top 
of the Amphitheatre

VIEW 2 - THE GREEN

1.	Creation of an open, sunny ‘Green’ space 
incorporating some existing trees and thinning 
understorey to promote views to the Lake

2.	Multiple opportunities for picnicking on lawn and 
under accessible shelters

3.	Additional carparking 
4.	Rainforest Pavillion
5.	Creation of a Botanic Playground adjacent to the 

lawn and picnic facilities.

VIEW 3 - LOWER LAKESIDE

1.	Multiple opportunities for picnicking on lawn and 
under accessible shelters

2.	Broadened pathways and gathering zones to 
facilitate weddings/other significant ceremonies

3.	Reduction of pathways creating opportunities for 
botanical collection consolidation and strengthening

4.	Creation of a formal accessible path around the Fish 
pond including a viewing deck

5.	Creation of a ‘hidden’ bird hide tucked into the 
lakeside vegetation

KEY
North of Maintenance Access Road. 
Vegetation character is a mix of sub-
tropical, natives and exotics with some 
open woodland in the far north.

Open Lawn zones with scattered shade 
trees

South of Maintenance Access Road. 
Vegetation character is predominantly 
rainforest with some dry sclerophyll 
patches in the south-east.

Plans Detail Plan Views
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Plans Masterplan Detail 2 -  The ‘Green’

PEDESTRIAN CIRCUIT 
MAINTENANCE VEHICLE 
ACCESS ROUTE

RAINFOREST 
GARDEN 

PROMENADE

MAINTENANCE 
VEHICLE 
ACCESS ROUTE

SOUTHERN 
CARPARK

RAINFOREST 
PAVILLION

BOTANIC 
PLAYGROUND

ACCESSIBLE 
PATH TO 
LOWER 
LEVEL

EXISTING HOOP PINE 
PROTECTED BY FENCE 

AND GARDEN BEDS

PATH CONNECTION 
FROM UPPER ZONES 
TO ARRIVAL ZONE 
APPROX. 100M

HILLSIDE GARDEN 
PROMENADE 

HILLSIDE GARDEN 
PROMENADE 

BOTANIC GARDENS 
DRIVE (INTERNAL 
ONE-WAY ROUTE

PATHWAY 
CONNECTION

PATHWAY 
CONNECTION

CARPARK

SHARED ZONE

EXISTING SHELTER

EXISTING WATER 
FOUNTAIN

Dra
ft



Open Green Space with trees on the perimeter and accessible paths

Botanic Playground and Learning zone

Rainforest Pavillion, Picnic Facilities and Gathering Spaces
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Northern Parklands

Focus on low key activities taking advantage of the close 
proximity to Lake MacDonald.  Activities may include:

•	 Soft boat launch inc. canoeing and kyaking

•	 Soft boat rental pontoon

•	 Promenade pathways

•	 Picnic Facilities

•	 Sloping Lawns

Lakeside Terraces

Focus on views to Lake MacDonald and climate relief.  
Activities may include:

•	 Steps and accessible path to the Arrivals Zone

•	 Taking in views of the Lake

•	 Enjoying cooling breezes

•	 Outdoor classroom activities/learning

•	 Botanic specimen display beds in terraces

Entrance Zone

Focus on legibility and accessibility for the sites 
new entrance including:

•	 Roundabout entry, traffic calming

•	 Signage incorporated into the landscape

•	 Drop off zone

•	 Parking inc. Accessibility and Staff

•	 Accessible pedestrian entry from the Public 
Bus stop

Arrivals Zone

Focus on pedestrian legibility and accessibility 
and gathering including:

•	 Outdoor gathering zones for informal 
activities and learning opportunities

•	 Small markets and celebrations

•	 Community events under shelter

•	 Information hub

Friends of Noosa Botanic Gardens Zone

Focus on botany, horticulture and plant identification. 
Activities may include:

•	 Growing of stock, potting up.

•	 Plant sales

•	 Education activities

•	 Demonstration gardens

Amphitheatre Zone

Focus on views to Lake MacDonald, Performances & 
Weddings.  Activities may include:

•	 Theatre

•	 Music

•	 Weddings

•	 Contemplation space/views to Water
The Green

Focus on picnic activities including:

•	 Kickabout space

•	 Picnic Facilities

•	 Small drop off zone and accessible parking

Rainforest Pavillion

Focus on:

•	 Gatherings

•	 Access to the Rainforest and observation

•	 Envirnonmental learning

Lakeside Picnic & Wedding Zone

Focus on views to Lake MacDonald, Large gatherings 
and Weddings.  Activities may include:

•	 Bird Watching in Bird Hide

•	 Weddings

•	 Large gathering opportunities

•	 Picnics on the Lake Lawn

•	 Taking in views of the Lake

•	 Enjoying cooling breezes

Shade House

Focus on speciality and rare botanical specimens.  
Activities may include:

•	 Education

•	 Storage

Fish Pond

Focus on bird watching and science based activities. 
May include:

•	 Environmental Education - aquatic, flora, fauna

•	 Bird watching from bird hide and around quiet 
pond track

•	 Hatchery activities

Lily Pond Amphitheatre zone

Focus on outdoor performances and views of the Lily 
Pond. Activities may include:

•	 Over the water stage performances

•	 Water/Light performances on the Pond

•	 Seating

•	 Accessible paths and picnic facilities

LAKE MACDONALD

LAKE INLET

Focus on picnicking by the watering.  Activities say 
include:

•	 Seating

•	 Accessible paths and picnic facilities

•	 Quite contemplation

Rainforest

Focus on deep shade activities including:

•	 Walking paths through deeply shaded 
rainforest 

•	 Seating for contemplation and rest

•	 Listening to water moving through the forest

Bridal Walk and Lawns

Focus on wedding and passive recreation 
activities including:

•	 Weddings

•	 Wedding photography

•	 Soft Gathering zones for wedding functions

•	 Kick about space

COUNCIL DEPOT & STORAGE

Focus on Council storage facilities including:

•	 Powered/Sewered Depot buildings for staff

•	 Locked storage for chemicals

•	 Mulch bins

•	 Overflow plant stock/nursery

Botanic Play

Focus on botanical & cultural play including:

•	 Children’s play and education activities

•	 Inclusivity , diversity & natural elements
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Music in the Park

Focus on passive recreation activities including:

•	 Music events of 100-200 people

•	 Food Trucks to support events

•	 Soft Gathering zones for functions

•	 Kick about space

LILY 
POND

FISH 
POND

AMPHITHEATRE

ARRIVAL ZONE

THE GREEN

Community Cultural Reflection Zone

Focus on Kabi Kabi culture including:

•	 Celebrating diversity and inclusivity

•	 Meeting, gathering, information sharing

•	 Cultural Education - aquatic, flora, fauna

Terraced Natural Seating Zone

Focus on views to Lake MacDonald with an emphasis 
on cultural contemplation and bush tucker.

NOOSA BOTANIC GARDENS 
MASTERPLAN

Activation Zones and Activities

Appendix A 

Dra
ft



Activation Plan - Noosa Botanic Gardens 

Type of Venue Description Size Location Requirements to Enhance / Establish Promotion 

Passive 

Walking Walking and promenading in the gardens - Throughout gardens Improved pedestrian pathway and wayfinding 
signage. 
Could be enhanced with organisation of 
scheduled walkers group for local residents  

Improved website 
and media 
 

Group Gatherings Family and social groups gatherings including picnics, low 
key parties, social occasions  

- Throughout gardens Increased number of park shelters  

Nature 
Identification 

Self guided nature identification of botany and wildlife 
including birds 

- Throughout gardens Improved wayfinding and interpretative signage 

Child Play  Childrens playground, and supporting facilities for 
parents and carers.  Play experience linked to botanical 
collection. Work sheets, treasure hunts and activities 
linked to flora, fauna, culture and history.  

Medium to Large “Botanical Play” As 
indicated on Master Plan 

Improved playground facilities 

Active 

New Community 
Shelter/ 
Information Hub   

Located at arrivals zone to provide welcome experience. 
Co-located with Information Hub / Kiosk.   
 
Used for community workshops and activities including 
new audience development 
 
Medium size, discrete building, fully enclosed/roofed, 
electricity and water.    

Capable of hosting  
 30 -40 people 

Part of Arrivals Zone Requires detailed design but should complement 
natural characteristics of setting 

Improved website 
and media 

New Large Group 
Shelter/s 

Large Group Shelter with power and water. 
 
Supplement existing small and medium shelters for 
general visitor usage  

Various up to 10m x 
8m 

Throughout gardens Requires detailed design but should complement 
natural characteristics of setting 

Existing 
Guided Tours  

Existing Guided tours by the Friends of the Noosa Botanic 
Gardens and explore opportunities to include Kabi Kabi 
cultural guided tours  

Existing Throughout gardens Improved pedestrian pathway and wayfinding 
and interpretative signage. 
 
 

Existing 
Community Plant 
nursery  

Limited plant sales by community volunteers on specified 
days per year 

Existing   Part of Friends of Noosa 
Botanic Gardens Zone 

Potential to expand to larger scale nursery under 
community profit mode similar to others on the 
Sunshine Coast 

Programmed Events 

New Signature 
Event showcasing 
Botanic Gardens   

Program an annual signature event that showcases the 
gardens, its features and its activities for new audience 
development.  

Scale is to be 
discreet and 
complementary to 
the scale of the 
gardens 

Throughout the gardens Requires event funding including co-ordination, 
promotions and staffing 

Improved website 
and media 

New Garden 
Education 
Workshops and 
Talks 

Scheduled program of smaller scale workshops and talks 
focusing on botanical topics.  
Should include children’s workshops linked to botanical 
play  

Capable of hosting  
 30 -40 people 

In Community Shelter Require resources and funding to program 
education and workshops as part of management 
model.  
 
Will require new community shelter to host 
program 

Re-establish 
Music in the Park 

Scheduled program of small scale music events that are 
aligned to the peaceful and ambient nature of the 
gardens 

Crowds of 100- 200 
people 

Various locations as 
determined by music 
producers 

Require resources and funding to program music 
programming as part of management model.  
 

Existing 
Amphitheatre – 
Venue Hire  

 Greek-style amphitheatre (a circular structure with rows 
of seats) 

Existing Existing location Repairs to change rooms.  Improved accessibility 
paths.  Utility and amenity lighting 

Existing 
Wedding 
Ceremonies 

 10 locations are currently made available in the gardens 
for potential ceremony hire   

Existing  Existing locations  Large groups shelter/s  to provide undercover 
backup. 
Improved photographic opportunities particularly 
water backdrop 
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High Medium Low

Short 
Term 

(1-2 yrs)

Medium 
Term 

(3-5 yrs)

Long 
Term 

(5+ yrs)
Existing items for repair/improvement
Security Cameras, additional * x x
Major paths that have trip hazards to be temporarily repaired prior to finalisation of the Master Plan * x x x

Improve current entrance and signage - temporary works to improve the legibility of the entrance for the next few years * * x x
Additional electrical plug in points/solar - facilitate temporary food vendors * x x
Upgrade of Lake Edge for canoe entry point (northern parkland) * x x
Lake interface/stormwater & sediment runoff * x x
Improvements to the dinosaur dig area, needs additional play value * * * x x

Existing trees to be identified for pruning from a horticultural point of view i.e. correct pruning for the specific species * x x
Clearing out of beds that are marked for a particular genus.  Replanting with nominated genus species. * x x
Trees to be underprunned to improve views to Lake MacDonald * * * x
Improvements to educational signage * * x x
Improvements to botanical signage * * x x x
New items required/desired/planned for
Security Fence, with lockable vehicle and pedestrian gates to the front boundary and northern boundary * x x
Seating with backs and arm rests to improve accessible seating options * * x x
Existing trees to be identified for pruning from a safety point of view * * x x
Picnic settings that allow for wheelchairs/wheelie walkers to pull up to table * * x x
Lighting to specifically improve safety * x x
Hardworks improvements - paving, large boulders, steps, walls * x x
Internet/qr codes * * x x
Holiday activities/brochures/sheets * * x x
Educational Tours/botanical/science/water * * x x
Green waste/composting * x x
Water/water tanks * x x
Carbon neutral gardens * x x
Solar panels/daisies * x x
Solar panels for electric vehicles/mowers/buggy/small plant/air con. * x x
New or adjusted operational processes
Garden plans - planning for specific improvements to garden beds * * * x x

Decision making criteria prioritisation
Impact on Activity Category /s
Planned for in the masterplan or included in other Corporate Plans
Security risk improvement
Safety risk improvement
Capital & Resource Cost 
Ongoing operation and maintenance costs, whole of life cost
Budget availability & funding opportunity
Capital New or End of life replacement/renewal/deletion
Revenue / Return on investment 
Extension of current operational activities 

Priority Mapping

Budget

Noosa Botanic Gardens - Decision Making Matrix
Activity Categories Priority of completion Timeframes

Items

683_O2LA_NBG Decision Making Matrix.xlsx Page 1 of 1 3/04/2025
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Small Business Opportunities at Noosa Botanic Gardens 

Type of Venue Description Size Hire Potential Uses Location Cost of 
Establishment 

Commercial 
Return Process for Approval 

Existing 

Community Plant 
nursery  

Limited plant sales by community volunteers 
on specified days per year 

Existing  No  Plant propagation and sales.  
Could be expanded with 
additional markets stalls / 
vendors to complement plant 
sales  

 Existing 
location 

Existing Low return 
directed to 
community 
volunteers 

 Existing 
 
Any additional stalls will required vendor /   
events approval from Council 

Wedding 
Ceremony Venues  

 10 locations are currently made available in 
the gardens for potential ceremony hire  
https://noosa.bookable.net.au/venues/17/5-
noosa-botanic-gardens  

Existing Yes  Ceremonial family occasions 
 
Supports destination 
experience.   

 Existing 
locations 

 Existing  Low return.   
Offset for 
maintenance 
costs 

 Existing 

Amphitheatre – 
Venue Hire  

 Greek-style amphitheatre (a circular 
structure with rows of seats) 

Existing Yes Live performances.  Can be 
supported by 

Existing location Existing Low return.   
Offset for 
maintenance 
costs 

Existing 

Proposed in Master Plan  

Mobile Vendor  Space for food vendors.  Could be located on 
re-inforced turf or concrete pad.  These 
could be used for scheduled events, 
advertised as a destination on busier days 

5mx2m Available 
to 

support 
events 

Mobile food vendors can set 
up using power and water, 
including sufficient 
surrounding soft space for 
tables and chairs 
 
Supports destination 
experience.   

Flexible - In 
hardstand areas 
(such as 
carparking or 
pavements) 
near to power 
supply 

Minimal – use 
existing 
infrastructure  

 Low return.   
 
Offset for 
maintenance 
costs 

Existing occasional use supporting scheduled 
events.  For more enduring use the site is 
zoned Recreation and Open Space.   A “Food 
and Drink Outlet” is code assessable MCU in 
the zone but is to be less than 10m2, less 
then seating for 10 and for light 
refreshments only 
 
Procurement: Vendors will require selection 
by Council through procurement processes  

Kiosk Co-located with Community Facilities Small, 
discrete building, fully enclosed/roofed with 
electricity and water 
Can be fully locked up and opened when 
required.  

5m x 2m Available 
to 

support 
events 

Serving coffee/small 
meals/snacks.  
 
Supports destination 
experience.   
 
Could be supported by 
information hub. 
 
Provides constant onsite 
surveillance 

Co-located with 
Information 
Hub at Arrivals 
Zone 

 
Low to 
Medium 
return but 
anticipated to 
increase over 
time with 
increasing site 
visitation 
  

Noosa Plan: Site is zoned Recreation and 
Open Space.   A “Food and Drink Outlet” is 
code assessable MCU in the zone but is to be 
less than 10m2, less then seating for 10 and 
for light refreshments only 
 
SEQ Water: structures require Approval 
under water supply easement obligations 
 
Procurement: Vendors will require selection 
by Council through procurement processes  
  

Over water canoe 
hire / tours 

Use boat ramp / jetty as a base for non-
motorised watercraft that can be base for 
guided tours, or self hire via a 'pay per hour' 
system.  
 

Existing Available 
to 

support 
events 

Sailing, canoeing, kayaking. 
 
Can be aligned to both 
watercraft learning skills, as 
well as environmental 
education. Supports 
destination experience.   

Existing / new 
boat ramp or 
jetty 

Minimal – use 
existing 
infrastructure 

 Low return.   
 
Offset for 
maintenance 
costs 

Site is zoned Recreation and Open Space.    
“Outdoor Sport and Recreation” is code 
assessable MCU  in the zone.  
 
Vendors will require selection by Council 
through procurement processes 

 

Future Possibilities (outside scope of current Master Plan) 

Function Room  Medium size, discrete building, fully 
enclosed/roofed with HVAC, electricity and 
water, and catering kitchen 

20 m x 
15m 

(approx 
30-40 

people 

Yes Enclosed and climate 
controlled function and 
meeting venue.   Could be 
integrated with kiosk.  
 
Supports destination 
experience.   
 

As part of 
Arrivals Zone  

Medium – 
High – 
requires 
detailed 
assessment 

Requires 
hiring at 
commercial 
rates to 
achieve 
medium 
return. 
Should not be 
confused with 
Community 
Meeting 
Room which 
is a different 
profile.   

Site is zoned Recreation and Open Space.   
A “Function Facility” is likely to be impact 
assessment code assessable MCU in the 
zone due to being new building. 
 
Vendors will require selection by Council 
through procurement processes 

Retail and 
Wholesale Plant 
Nursery 

Unrestricted days plant sales.  Can be 
community led supported by paid staff 
similar to other community nurseries on the 
Sunshine Coast 

30m x 
15m 

Available 
to 

support 
events 

Supports destination 
experience.   
 
 
Provides constant onsite 
surveillance 

As part of 
Friends of 
Noosa Botanic 
Gardens Zone 
adjacent to 
arrivals Zone 

Medium –
requires 
detailed 
assessment 

Low – 
medium 
return.   
Revenue and 
community 
profit model 
requires 
detailed 
consideration.  

Site is zoned Recreation and Open Space.   
“Shop” and “Wholesale Plant Nursery” is 
impact assessable MCU  in the zone.  
 

Commemorative 
wall 

A wall(s) that allows individuals or groups to 
place plaques for commemorative purposes, 
including memorials for individuals,as well as 
venue for ceremonial occasions 

1.2m h x 
varying in 

length. 

Yes Memorial wall 
  
Memorial ceremonies  

 To be 
determined by 
Master Plan 

 Medium –
requires 
detailed 
assessment 

Low return.  
Payment for 
placement of 
plaques and 
ceremony 
hire 
 
Offset for 
maintenance 
costs 

 Requires detailed assessment  
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Kabi Kabi Stakeholder Engagement Summary 
Initial consultation with the Kabi Kabi peoples has been undertaken and the following outcomes are 
recognised as important to the Kabi Kabi:

1.	Creation of a Community Cultural Reflection zone that facilitates:
•	 Quiet contemplation

•	 Small group discussions

•	 A general meeting/gathering space

•	 Being surrounded by nature

•	 Inclusivity and Diversity

2.	Opportunities for the display of literature, the use of QR codes and/or signage to educate the users of 
the gardens with regard to cultural and botanic themes including treasure hunts and opportunity for 
cultural guides.

3.	  Expansion of the Bush Tucker gardens and their education of the users, including a natural terraced 
seating zone overlooking the bush tucker gardens and the lake.

Kabi Kabi Reflection Zone Location (no 24. on Masterplan) 

NOOSA BOTANIC GARDENS 
MASTERPLAN
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NOT TO SCALE

Existing Site Plan (in red) overlaid on Proposed Masterplan and Rationale

NOOSA BOTANIC GARDENS 
MASTERPLAN

Appendix F

Legend

Northern Zone (north of the boat ramp road)

Updates may include:

•	 Amalgamation of the northern parklands with the Botanical Gardens

•	 Removal of the current internal road

•	 Re-alignment of the Boat ramp road to improve pedestrian safety

•	 Additional of maximum 4m wide Lakeside Garden Promenade accessible 
pathway

•	 Additional of soft boat launch & parking

1

2 Arrivals Zone (south of the boat ramp road)

Updates may include:

•	 Creation of a Friends of Noosa Botanic Gardens Multi-use Zone including 
Shade House.

•	 Amalgamation of Northern Parklands with the current Botanical Gardens 
creating a generous lawn connected to the arrivals zone

•	 Addition of maximum 4m wide Lakeside and Hillside Garden Promenade 
accessible pathway

•	 Development and consolidation of a climate relief zone along the waters edge 
through the creation of terraces below the arrival gathering platform facing 
the Lake, pockets of lawn, decks and boardwalks

•	 New Community Facility building including amenities and viewing deck 
surrounding by gathering spaces

•	 Drop off zone for vehicles including parking for staff and PWD

•	 External bus stop on Lake MacDonald Drive with accessible path into the 
gardens

•	 Rejuvenated Amphitheatre including additional shade, terraforming of 
embankment to create accessible terraces and an accessible path to the top of 
the Amphitheatre

•	 New formalised entry including roundabout, entry signage and security fencing

1

2

3 The ‘Green’

Updates may include:

•	 Creation of a medium size open, sunny ‘Green’ space incorporating some 
existing trees and thinning understorey to promote views to the Lake

•	 Creation of a small size open, sunny ‘Little Green’ space incorporating some 
existing trees and thinning understorey to promote views to the Lake

•	 New accessible shelters and seating

•	 Additional carparking adjacent to The Green.  

•	 Removal of current New Noosa Council depot to new location on the Southern 
side of the gardens

•	 Removal of bus parking

•	 Retention and protection of Hoop Pine & Poincianas on maintenance access 
road

•	 Creation of a Botanic Playground adjacent to the lawn and picnic facilities.

•	 Addition of maximum 4m wide Hillside Garden Promenade accessible pathway

•	 Consolidation of pathways creating opportunities for botanical collection 
consolidation and strengthening and reduction of maintenance

3 4

4 Hillside

Updates may include:

•	 New accessible seating

•	 Upgrade of existing amenities improve circulation and aesthetics

•	 Addition of maximum 4m wide Hillside Garden Promenade accessible pathway

•	 Additional lower order accessible pathway

•	 Natural terraced seating zone facing the Bush Tucker Garden

•	 Consolidation of pathways creating opportunities for botanical collection 
consolidation and strengthening and reduction of maintenance

5 Lower Lakeside

Updates may include:

•	 Additional accessible picnic shelters and facilities

•	 Addition of maximum 4m wide Hillside Garden Promenade accessible pathway

•	 Upgraded broadened pathways and gathering zones to facilitate weddings/
other significant ceremonies

•	 Consolidation of pathways creating opportunities for botanical collection 
consolidation and strengthening and reduction of maintenance

•	 Creation of a formal path around the Fish pond including an observation deck

•	 Creation of a ‘hidden’ bird hide tucked into the lakeside vegetation

5

6

6 South of Maintenance access road

Updates will be limited and may include:

•	 Additional accessible picnic shelters and facilities

•	 Addition of maximum 3m wide Rainforest Garden Promenade accessible 
pathway

•	 Consolidation of pathways creating opportunities for botanical collection 
consolidation and strengthening and reduction of maintenance

•	 Creation of an accessible soft amphitheatre around the Lily Pond

•	 Creation of a Community Culturali Reflection Zone 7

7 Southern zone

Updates will be limited and may include:

•	 Additional accessible picnic shelters and facilities

•	 Addition of maximum 3m wide Rainforest Garden Promenade accessible 
pathway

•	 Consolidation of pathways creating opportunities for botanical collection 
consolidation and strengthening and reduction of maintenance

•	 Creation of new zone for all Council depot and storage zone requirements 
including office space
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